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great bulk and beauty in the way, that led from the city of Gnossus to the temple and grotto of Jupiter, (where Minos was believed to have received his laws from the god himself) they enter into conversation on the policy and constitution of the Cretans.
There is no procemium nor introduction to the dialogue, as there is to most of Plato's writings. I speak of that kind of procemium usual with Plato, which informs us often of the occasion and of the time of the dialogue, and of the characters of the persons introduced in it. In reality the entire four first books of ce the Laws " are but introductory to the main subject, as he tells us himself in the end of the fourth book. p. 722.